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18th September 2018 
 
Dear Parents and Carers   

 
‘50 things to do whilst you are a Wootton Academy Trust pupil’ 

 
We have introduced our new Year 9 children at Wootton Upper School to a challenge we want them to 
engage with over the next three years. 
 

The challenge is designed to build our pupils’ emotional resilience and to enable them to stand out 
from other young adults in the future. We know our pupils are much more likely to take advantage of 
future opportunities by increasing their cultural capital and engaging extensively in extra-curricular 
opportunities. 
 

The challenge is deliberately designed to be completed over an extended period, with pupils being 
engaged to embrace in new opportunities so they develop creative skills and visit new places for the 
first time. 
 

It is really important that pupils take on new challenges. We want them to not include past 
experiences. Every child has been given a brochure which outlines each of the tasks. A copy of the 
brochure is on our website: www.woottonupper.co.uk  Students  Year 9 - 50 Things Challenge! 
 
Alongside the Challenge Sheet there is also a Support Sheet with further details, top tips and ideas on 
how to be successful in each challenge. Some of the challenges are designed for pupils to be able to 
tackle them and achieve success individually. Others will require pupils to join clubs and activities (in 
school or elsewhere with your permission). Finally, some challenges which include travelling long 
distances are designed for pupils to complete as part of organized trips - either led by the school or 
another group, or possibly within the family unit. If the latter is the case, we are keen that pupils are 
involved as much as possible in the planning process. 
 
Fundamental to all the challenges we have set is that our pupils are kept safe and therefore we would 
be very concerned if an individual pupil wanted to attempt a challenge where you are not completely 
happy with the planning undertaken to keep them safe. 
 

Pupils are required to gather evidence of their participation in each challenge they complete. Pupils 
will share their evidence with their Form Tutor, which might include photographs, videos, certificates 
or a product they have made during a challenge. 
 

During the lifetime of the challenge we will build in milestones to record what each pupil has achieved 
and also present awards to individuals. 
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Our challenge has clear implications for our pupils’ parents/carers. We have advised pupils they must: 
 

 Talk to their parents/carers in advance of starting any individual challenge, so you know what your 
child is going to be doing, when and where. It is imperative that parents/carers are comfortable 
that the planning their child has undertaken in advance of each challenge is thorough and 
appropriate. 

 

 Get the permission of parents/carers for each challenge and get their approval for the 
arrangements children have planned, including ensuring parents/carers know where their child is 
going, how they are getting there, who they are with and when and how they are going to return. 

 

 Work with organized groups and qualified instructors when undertaking new hobbies or sports. 
 

Our ’50 things to do whilst you are a Wootton Academy Trust pupil’ challenge is deliberately designed 
to be inclusive, so that all pupils can take part. Whilst many of the challenges will inevitably have costs 
attached to them, these are not expected to be prohibitive for any pupil. However, if you believe your 
child cannot take part in some challenges because they are beyond your family budget, please let us 
know well-before a planned challenge.  Whilst we cannot promise to help, where there is clear 
evidence of financial support being required to enable a challenge to be completed we will do our best 
to help. 
 
We will provide parents/carers with further information at the ‘Meet the Tutor Evening’ on Thursday 
11th October; however, given some pupils are clearly very excited by the challenge, I wanted to write 
to you immediately. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Mr M Gleeson 
Principal 


