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Lest we forget 
 

Last week, our senior student leaders encouraged Wootton Upper School pupils to wear poppies and to 
make donations to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal to support ex-servicemen and women who 
rely on the support of this charity. This coming Friday, Wootton Upper School is holding a mufti day to 
support the Poppy Day Appeal and also Children in Need. Poppies have also been on sale at Kimberley 
College on Reception.  
 

The first two-minute silence took place on Tuesday 11 November 1919, at eleven o’clock in the morning. 
Today, Wootton Upper School pupils and Kimberley College students joined millions of others around 
the world in coming together at eleven o’clock to observe a two-minute silence to remember all those 
who died in the First World War, as well as those who gave their lives in the Second World War, Korea, 
and more recent conflicts including Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 

During English lessons last Friday, all pupils remembered the brave soldiers and the families they left at 
home. 
 

 

 
Pupils wrote letters in the style of a serving soldier, and messages on poppies, which are now displayed 
around the English department. These have created a truly poignant display. 
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Yesterday, Mrs Ashton and two pupils Matthew Stanley and Racheal Peat attended the Wootton parade 
and were present at the act of remembrance, laying a wreath at the War 
Memorial on Church Road on behalf of Wootton Academy Trust.  The 
list of fallen from Wootton were read out at the parade.  
 
Below are pictures of the wreaths being laid at the War Memorial.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Cranfield parade, Mrs Williamson, supported by a number of 
pupils, including Nicholas Gregory and Ollie Hudson, remembered 
those who had given their lives from that village and laid a wreath at 
the War Memorial. 
 
Other Wootton Upper School pupils, including Shannay Ambler, laid a 
wreath for the Royal Artillery; Darragh Hughes laid a wreath for the 
Logistic Corps.  Guides also attended in Cranfield. 
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Today, at Wootton Upper School everybody watched a short film to commemorate Armistice Day. This 
was created by Media students with help from Mr Kirkwood.  It included Billy Manyweathers playing the 
Last Post. At Kimberley College, students gathered in the Atrium to hear Petar Krcunovic play the Last 
Post on the trumpet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kimberley College’s Student Presidents, Marcel Bedeau and Udhay Cheema, accompanied by Mrs 
Genders, represented the College, at the annual act of remembrance in Stewartby where they laid a 
wreath on behalf of the Trust. 
 

Also, today Mrs Ashton, Alexandra Harris and Matthew Stubbs joined Cllr. John Wheeler, Vice Chair of 
Wootton Upper School’s Local Governing Board, at the Armistice Day Commemoration in Bedford.  Prior 
to this, Cllr. Wheeler took them to the Mayor’s Parlour where the Mayor led a ceremony to remember 
the war dead. 

The photo on the left is the Mayor, the 
Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire and the 
oldest veteran in Bedford in the Mayor’s 
Parlour. The photo on the right includes 
Cllr. John Wheeler and our pupils 
attending the Armistice Day Ceremony. 
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We encourage pupils in the sea, army and air cadets, as well as other uniformed service groups such as 
St John’s Ambulance to wear their uniforms in school on Armistice Day.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For the Fallen 

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children, 
England mourns for her dead across the sea. 

Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit, 
Fallen in the cause of the free. 

Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal 
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres. 

There is music in the midst of desolation 
And a glory that shines upon our tears. 

They went with songs to the battle, they were young, 
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted, 
They fell with their faces to the foe. 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 
They mingle not with their laughing comrades again; 

They sit no more at familiar tables of home; 
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time; 

They sleep beyond England's foam. 
But where our desires are and our hopes profound, 

Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight, 
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known 

As the stars are known to the Night; 
As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust, 

Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain, 
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness, 

To the end, to the end, they remain. 
 

Robert Laurence Binyon (1869-1943) 
 published in The Times newspaper on 21 September 1914 
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