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13 December 2019                          Newsletter 15 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Wootton Academy Trust News 
On Thursday evening we enjoyed a brilliant music concert in the Theatre Hall at Wootton Upper School. From 
the moment guests arrived they were treated to a veritable feast of music starting with a trumpet quartet 
playing carols in Reception, led by Mr Halliday; the concert included the Kimberley Choir, a newly formed 
Concert Band, conducted by Mr Jones, the Soul Band – largely made up of Kimberley students with three 
Wootton Upper pupils alongside them, an excellent string group, led by Mrs Brown, a clarinet choir and a 
WAT orchestra formed very, very recently! 
 
As well as all of the above, there were solos played and sung by Daniel Mihailiuc, Year 11, Chloe Price, Year 
10 and Bridie Spelman, Year 11 and readings read by Matthew Stubbs, Year 11, Marcel Bedeau, Year 13 
Kimberley College Co-President, Miss Chatley, Library Manager and Mrs Chandler, Wootton Upper School 
Parent Governor.  
 
Our collective thanks go to all of the Music Department peripatetic teachers and to Mr Hooper, Acting Head 
of Music, for putting on a stunning performance. Everybody loved it; it was the perfect Christmas present for 
all of us. Thank you all, and thank you to all the parents and other family members for singing the audience 
carols with such musicality and enthusiasm. 
  
Wootton Academy Trust Mock Election 
All pupils, students and staff had the opportunity to vote in an election at Wootton Upper School and 
Kimberley College on Thursday 12 December 2019. The result was a bit different to the General Election 
outcome:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks to all the staff, especially Miss Powell, for organizing our election.  
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Wootton Upper School News 
Bedfordshire Sports Awards 2019 (Mrs Williamson) 
This year we had three Wootton Upper School pupils nominated for awards. Below is the write-up on each of 
them that was included in the Bedfordshire Sports Awards 2019 programme:  
 
Nominated for Junior Sports Personality of the Year (17 or under) 
Kallum Anderson-Wilson (Wakeboarding) 
Earlier this year Kallum came second in the National Championships and fifth in the World Championships in 
Argentina. He was placed first in two events in Slovenia and Croatia securing his top 4 ranking in Europe at 
senior level and first in the world at U15. Kallum is also ranked 17th in the world in the men's category - an 
incredible achievement at the age of 15! 
 
Maddy Woolgar (Football)  
Maddy has been a part of the Arsenal Ladies set up since she was 14 years old and she is involved in the 
England U15 girls’ team. Maddy has also represented Arsenal U16 and played in 3 FA cup games last season, 
which Arsenal went onto win. Maddy is held in high regard both by her peers in School and the PE 
department. She regularly assists other girls in PE lessons and gives help and guidance passing on her 
knowledge and using her skills.  
 
Nominated for Young Volunteer of the Year 
Sophie Beckett (Netball) - 
Sophie is 15 years old and regularly volunteers in the Bedford Netball Youth and Junior League. She has an 
administrative role and times the matches, which means being in control of the 'timing hooter' and when 
there are over 100 players depending on you to control the timing of the game this is a big responsibility but 
Sophie takes it all in her stride. She recently became a qualified beginner umpire and will step in to umpire 
any match if required.  
 
Sophie went onto win the award! Well done Sophie! 
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Sports Leaders Visit to University of Bedfordshire (Mr Josiah) 
The pupils in the picture went to the University 
of Bedfordshire for a leadership programme led 
by the Redborne School Sports Partnership. They 
worked closely with tennis officials and coaches 
throughout the day learning about the rules and 
regulations in tennis. These pupils will be leading 
a county event in Bedfordshire for qualifying 
schools of with pupils in Years 5, 6, 7 and 8 later 
in the summer term.  All enjoyed the day out and 
took some important information away about 
leadership and coaching tennis.  As always, our 
pupils represented the Trust impeccably. Well 
done Sports Leaders; your excellent attitude and 
behaviour being commended at the event. 
 
Wootton Upper School’s Senior Student Leaders end of year message  
 
2019 has been a very eventful year in terms of news: 

- a massively interesting political atmosphere, with many people fighting for what they believe in; Brexit 
has overshadowed so much - as advancements have been made in the process, but let's not forget the 
protests of young people calling for government action on climate change; 

- the very recent, tragic incident in London mirrors many before it; we must not forget the heroic acts of 
bravery expressed by individuals who saved many lives on that day should not go unnoticed.  

2019 saw England teams excel in many sports; including in multiple World Cups this year.  
In January: 

- the England Roses competed in the Netball Quad Series where they finished second to Australia, although 
during the tournament they beat Australia by one goal, a historical win!  

In February and March: 

- the men’s and women’s Rugby Union Six Nations competitions took place: Wales took the men’s title, but 
in the women’s competition, England was victorious! 

Also, in March: 

- the Great Britain Para-cycling team won the Para-cycling World Championships. 
In July: 

-  the England Women’s football team reached the semi-finals of the Women’s Football World Cup where 
they lost 2 -1 to eventual winners the United States, whilst, 

- the English Men’s Cricket Team had a dramatic win in the Cricket World Cup making them top in the 
world. Also, in July at the Wimbledon Tennis championships,  

- Novak Djokovic won an epic Men Single’s final defeating Roger Federer in a memorable marathon five-set 
match, with a very long fifth-set.  

- In the Women’s Single final, Simona Halep defeated Serena Williams, rather more easily to win the title. 
Also, in July,  

- the Netball World Cup took place in Liverpool, England where English Roses took third place, being 
knocked out in the semi-finals by eventual winners, New Zealand. 

September saw the start of the Men’s Rugby World Cup in Japan: 

- England reached the final after really impressive victories against Australia, and New Zealand’s All-Blacks 
team. However, as many of us remember, England lost to South Africa in the final leaving England as 
runners-up … the same result as in the 2007 competition! 

2019 saw England rise across all sports, and we expect a lot more to come in 2020. 
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2019 also saw some fantastic individual sporting performances: 

- the incredible and inspirational Dina Asher Smith became world champion winning gold in the 200 metres 
at the World Athletics Championship and silver in the 100 metres; whilst,  

- Katarina Johnson-Thompson became heptathlon world champion.  
 
In 2018 - 2019, Wootton Upper School raised £5412.72, which exceeded the total of £4585.80 raised the 
previous year. By next July, we hope to surpass the 2018 – 2019 amount raised! Throughout the year, 
Wootton Upper School pupils took part in various charity events, all helping great causes to improve the lives 
of those in need; 
In February: 

- pupils donated money to CHUMS, a local Bedfordshire charity, by buying Valentine’s Day roses.  
In March: 

- we had a mufti-day for Comic Relief, raising £905.53.  
In April: 

- we supported CHUMS with our Easter hamper.  

- we also supported Autism Bedfordshire with pupils wearing silly socks to school raise awareness of autism.  
In September: 

- pupils arranged cake sales in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. The Macmillan Coffee Morning collected 
around £250 to help those affected by cancer.  

In November: 

- Pupils and staff took part in a double-charity non-uniform day to raise money for The Royal British Legion 
Poppy Day and BBC Children in Need. Poppies were also sold at school to further support The Royal British 
Legion. In total we raised £1678.56.  

In December: 

- Tutor groups set up stalls as part of our annual Christmas fairs, with Year 9 raising money for Cancer 
Research, whilst Years 10 and 11 raised money for Embrace Charity which supports child victims of crime.  

So far this term Wootton Upper School pupils have raised an incredible £2,103.62 for all these charities, so we 
are well on our way to improving our donation total for the academic year.  
 
Finally, on behalf of all the people you have helped through these wonderful charities, we would like to say a 
huge thank you for your generosity. 
 
As always at Wootton Academy Trust, this year there have been many exciting opportunities to go on a wide 
range of school trips to really throw yourself into school life. There have been two opportunities to go to 
Germany this year. In June there was the music exchange with E.T.A Hoffmann School in Bamberg and very 
recently the production, ‘Be More Chill’, went on tour to Bremen.  
 
In July, as a reward for all their hard work throughout the year, Year 10 pupils had the opportunity to spend 
four days in Paris across Walt Disney studios and Disneyland Park. There was also a boat tour of Paris. There 
was also the trip to Blue Peris in North Wales for Year 9 pupils where they participated in a wide range of 
activities such as coasteering and kayaking.  
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There are also lots of school trips that happen much closer to home. Most departments try to offer at least 
one school trip for people to go.  
For example: 

- the Geography trip to Walton-on-the Naze 

- the History trip to Hampton Court Palace 

- the Graphics trip to the Harry Potter Studios.  

- For those of you who like Football, there have been trips for you as well. Including the England under 21’s 
match at Stadium MK.  
 

Two weeks ago, our Whole School Council attended the Bedfordshire Pupil Voice conference where they had a 
chance to represent our school voicing young people’s opinions on current issues.  
There really is a school trip for everyone at Wootton Academy Trust and they are great opportunities to really 
make the most of your time here. We hope that if you haven’t already you will think about signing up for 
some of these great school trips. 
 
It’s not just our pupils that need celebrating. Our school itself is always looking to improve to provide the best 
possible teaching. For example, our History Department has recently achieved a quality mark award. 
Wootton Upper School doesn’t just aim for subject awards. Our Careers Department is also working towards 
securing a quality mark. This exemplifies the care the school puts into not just our learning but also our 
futures.  
 
We would like to thank: 

- Wootton Upper School pupils, for your hard work throughout the year.  

- For those of you who have helped within the school community, thank you, whether that be a school 
leader of a member of the school council, or any event or charity you have supported, you have all made a 
big contribution.  

- all staff members, teachers and support staff for their care and hard work throughout the year, we really 
do appreciate it.  

- We need to thank those who have help our school during the year, including our governors who are so 
supportive and interested in us as individuals, individuals who show an interest such as the Vice Chancellor 
of Cranfield University who recently presented GCSE certificates to year 11 and also to Reverend, Peter 
Ackroyd for – once again – welcoming us into St. Mary’s to continue this tradition of our Christmas 
assemblies.  
 

Thank you ALL very much. We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas Holidays.  
Senior Student Leaders 
 
Keeping our children safe: Reminder re locking the gates after school (Mrs McMorn)  
As our pupils have told us they feel less safe when the gates are left open after school and as so many pupils 
stay for revision sessions and different clubs, we have taken the decision to lock the front gate straight after 
the buses leave at the end of the day.  This is to keep our pupils safe.  Our reception is open until 4pm, which 
means that parents and other visitors are able to communicate via the intercom at the gate.   We always ask 
that parents make appointments with staff, rather than unannounced visits. This means your time is not 
wasted if a member of staff is busy.  Locking the gates at this earlier time makes it even more important that 
appointments are arranged.  If your appointment is a little later, the staff member will come to the gate and 
let you in.  Please therefore communicate clearly your arrival time prior to a meeting. We don't foresee this 
being a problem, and of course keeping our pupils safe is the most important part of our job. 
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Parent Governor Nominations 
Nominations closed at 4pm on Tuesday 10 December 2019; we will update in our next newsletter of the next 
steps in the process. Thank you to both parents who have put themselves forward for election.  
 
News from Kimberley College 
 
Transport Reminders 
The Bedford – Bletchley train new timetable starts next week on Monday 15 December 2019. More 
information next week about the start times of lessons from January 2020! 
 
Shuttle Bus 
Parents and carers of students who use the Shuttle Bus to move between Wootton and Kimberley will need 
to go on-line to pay for their spring term bus pass using WisePay. Payment should be made by Friday 20 
December 2019 to guarantee that they will be able to get their bus pass on the first day of term. On the first 
morning, Monday 06 January 2020 students will be able to use the Shuttle Bus without their new pass; 
however, they will need to collect their new pass that morning from Reception at Kimberley as they will need 
the new pass for the return journey. Students who already have an annual pass will automatically get a new 
pass from Reception on Monday 06 January 2020.  
 
Mr Detheridge has written a separate letter of parents of Kimberley students with more information on the 
above points and also the need for student drivers to apply for car permits to park at Kimberley.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Wootton Academy Trust 
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