
  

 

6th April 2020 
What’s going on this week? 

 
There's good news coming from Africa. After huge conservation efforts, the number of critically 
endangered black rhinoceroses is slowly increasing, according to the latest figures released by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). The numbers show that the population 
has grown at a rate of 2.5% per year over the past six years. The species is still in danger; 
susceptible to poaching and a changing habitat due to the changing climate. Yet, the population 
growth provides hope that efforts put into saving the species are paying off. "While Africa's rhinos 
are by no means safe from extinction, the continued slow recovery of black rhino populations is 
a testament to the immense efforts made in the countries the species occurs in, and a powerful 
reminder to the global community that conservation works," Dr. Grethel Aguilar, acting director 
general of the IUCN said last week. 
 

This week’s news story: https://bit.ly/33Temsz  
This week’s useful video: https://youtu.be/ST_83Hkrbk4 



 

 
Main question: 

Whose job is it to protect animals in the wild? 

Listen, think, share 

• Read through this week’s story and talk about what we know about the black rhino and other 
wild animals in Africa. Have you been to a zoo or on a safari where you have seen rhinos? 
What is our response to this week’s story? Do we think it is positive that the numbers of black 
rhinos found in Africa are increasing or do you think with the time and effort invested, the 
numbers should be higher? 

• Although poaching levels have declined in Africa, owing to governments taking stronger 
measures against organised crime, poaching is still one of the main dangers to the lives of 
rhinos and other wild animals in Africa. Do you think more effort should be spent on punishing 
poachers? What about the people who pay for tusks or horns from poached animals, do you 
think they should be punished more or less than the poachers? Why? 

• Other threats to wildlife include, climate change, pollution and habitat destruction. It is 
thought that most of these, if not all are caused by human behaviours and actions. What do 
you think should be done and who do you think is responsible for keeping this impact as low 
as possible? Do you think it’s easy for people to blame this issue on governments rather than 
our own individual actions? 

• Have you heard of the Holocene extinction, this is a name given to what’s also known as the 
sixth mass extinction (a mass extinction is the extinction of a large number of species in a 
short period of time, previous mass extinctions included Ice Ages). It is thought that humans 
are the main cause for the sixth mass extinction of our time. Scientists (from the 2015 paper, 
The Anthropocene Review), estimate that over the past 450 million years, there have been 
just five mass extinctions and this one stems from when Homo sapiens arrived, 200,000 years 
ago. However, lead author and geologist, Mark Williams from the University of Leicester has 
said, “There is no point apportioning blame for what is happening, humans didn’t deliberately 
engineer this situation. Rather we have to recognise that our impact is game-changing on this 
planet, that we are all responsible, and that we have to become stewards of nature – as part 
of it, rather than behaving like children rampaging through a sweetshop” Discuss Mark 
Williams thoughts and decide if you agree.   

• If a species becomes at risk of extinction from causes not related to human intervention, do 
you think humans should intervene to protect them or is it important to let nature take its 
natural course?  

 

Further questions for discussion 
 

• Do you think there is ever a justifiable reason to harm wild animals e.g. those that are classed as 
a ‘pest’ by some e.g. urban foxes or flies?  

• It is thought that tourism funds a lot of conservation efforts. Do you think that people coming to 
see the animals e.g. on a safari tour, is a good way of funding conservation methods, or do you 
think governments should use more of their funds to help? 


