
 

 
 

 

Wednesday April 1st 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I imagine that you, like me, were taken aback on Tuesday evening when you learned of the jump in the 
number of UK deaths, linked to the virus, with the number up to 1,789. Today, with a further 563 
patients dying up to 5 pm yesterday, the total number of UK victims has risen to 2,352. Although the 
figure for today, will not be available until tomorrow, we all “know” there is an almost grim inevitability 
that it is going to continue to increase more quickly, before the “peak” is reached and, God willing, the 
number of deaths starts to fall, provided we all keep to the rules introduced ten days ago.  

Yesterday evening when I watched the television I was truly shocked by the announcement of the death 
from the virus of Ismail Mohamed Abdulwahab, a thirteen-year from Brixton, London - a boy with no 
apparent underlying health conditions, who died at a London hospital on Monday.  Ismail was younger 
than most of our children and it is therefore, a stark reminder that this virus can affect the very young as 
well as those much older. Therefore, it is so important we abide by the rules that the government 
introduced last week, in terms of social distancing, staying at home as much as possible. 

News coverage of the new “Nightingale” Hospital, built in ten days and being prepared to receive up to 
500 critically ill Coronavirus patients by the end of the week shows just what is possible in a short time 
frame to make a difference. Within a further two weeks it will be able to treat up to 4,000 patients and 
it will require 16,000 NHS staff, many of whom have come out of retirement to help and others are St 
Johns Ambulance volunteers, currently undertaking specialist training. We also know that there will be 
other Nightingale Hospitals. All of us feel humbled by the courage and sacrifices being made by these 
magnificent NHS workers and NHS volunteers who really are in the front-line, in this ‘war’ as well as the 
courage of these individuals’ families, literally hundreds of thousands of people who must be so anxious 
for their loved ones who are doing this critical work. 

In times of ‘war’ we are used to recognizing the bravery of our armed forces who put themselves in the 
front-line. This time, it is our nurses, doctors and many other NHS workers and volunteers who are doing 
exactly the same. Therefore, on behalf of our Wootton Academy Trust community I want this evening 
to once again thank all of our parents/carers in the NHS front line, as well as other NHS workers who 
live in our catchment area and elsewhere throughout our country who are working desperately long 
hours and in very stressful conditions.  

If you work in the NHS and want our help to support your children, because you are a key-worker, we 
are here for you, and for your children. 

I know that many in our community are really worried by the economic consequences of Coronavirus. 
We can see lots of companies closing and others which appear to be on the brink. Many of us are now 
familiar with the word ‘furloughed’ and many of our parents/carers have been notified that they are 
being furloughed, with the consequent reduction in their incomes. Other parents/carers, whose roles 
mean they are not eligible to be furloughed have had their hours reduced and others have either lost 
their jobs, or face the imminent threat that this could happen. I know that this is adding to the levels of 
stress in family homes. Please let us know if you are affected and impacted. We will do whatever we can 
to help.  

The virus is changing all of us, and everyone. 

 

Another member of staff informed the Trust today that a member of their family has died 
of Coronavirus; the fifth death from Coronavirus linked to our community of students, 
parents, staff and governors. On behalf of all of us, I offer our collective condolences. 

 

 

 



 

Year 13 Connolly Foundation Applications – Mrs Ashby Head of Careers and Connolly Co-ordinator 

Mrs Ashby reminds all Year 13 students that today is the date she asked for all students to let her know 
if they were intending to apply to the Connolly Foundation for a bursary award. Mrs Ashby needs this 
information to give her an indication as to the level of applications she can expect so she can ensure 
enough time is set aside to proof read them and to ensure references are completed.  

By 6 p.m. today, Mrs Ashby had received responses from forty-one students, fourteen intending to 
apply for the discretionary award and twenty-seven for the main award [we believe seventy-one 
students are eligible to apply for the main award]. Six students have already submitted their draft 
applications and received feedback from Mrs Ashby. There are many other students who are eligible to 
apply to the Foundation and we would urge all parents/carers to encourage in the strongest possible 
terms their Year 13 child to apply! Given the substantial sums of money available – up to £1,000 each 
year of an undergraduate degree course – there is a big expectation from the Foundation that personal 
statements are really high-quality which allows the Foundation to ‘get to know’ the applicant as a 
person. Whilst this might take several hours to get right, the financial benefits are such that it could be 
time very well spent for your child and also for you [i.e. “the bank of mum and dad”]. 

Tomorrow, Mrs Ashby will send another prompt to students who have not realised that she wanted 
them to let her know their intention to apply. The forty-one students who have indicated their intention 
to submit applications will hear from Mrs Ashby by the end of this evening and will be added to the 
applicants group on SMH to see their next steps.  

Parents of Year 13 students with an address in Bedford Borough should be encouraging them to 
review their eligibility for the Harpur Trust university award and the Alderman Newton Grant.   

Communicating with our community – Mrs McMorn, Vice Principal  

The Pastoral Teams across the Trust are busy staying in contact with all our students. 

Why are they doing this?  Wootton is a community made up of our students, staff, and parents and 

carers, as well as governors and our pyramid of schools.  We want to make sure we have open 

communication to support the learning but also the wellbeing of our students.  This is also why we send 

a newsletter each day. 

We are really pleased with the emails, calls and messages we continue to receive from students and 

their families, maintaining this communication. 

Who is doing this?  Most students at Wootton Upper School are receiving contact via email from their 

form tutor at least weekly. Most students at Kimberley College receive the same from their Pastoral 

Tutor.  Some students, who have key workers or mentoring in school, are contacted by someone else 

that they know well, and they may be contacted more frequently.  We are personalising our support, as 

we would usually. 

Emailing parents and carers.  We are available to communicate with you.  Staff will contact you by email 

if we are concerned that your child has not accessed Show My Homework. This may be because they are 

ill, or stuck, so do let us know if we can help. 

What will happen over the Easter holiday?  Over the holidays we are trying to ensure all our staff get a 

rest.   

We will continue to run a provision in school for vulnerable students, and the children of key workers 

who cannot manage childcare.   

We will not email most students over the Easter break but will resume from April 20th.  We will continue 

contact with those identified as vulnerable, in agreement with them. 

Mrs McMorn would like to remind you that if you have an urgent concern you may contact us, although 

we would of course encourage you to contact your GP and other local support services. 

Safeguarding (Wootton Upper and Kimberley College):  safeguarding@wootton.beds.sch.uk   

Mrs McMorn would like to say thank you to all staff who are contacting your children regularly, but in 

particular the Pastoral Tutors, Teaching Assistants, Pastoral Support Officers and Safeguarding team, 

each of whom have lists of key students, as well as Mrs Enser, Mrs Genders, Mrs Holmes and Mr 

Spurling who are coordinating the whole support network. 

mailto:safeguarding@wootton.beds.sch.uk


Teaching & Learning Update – Mr Frazer, Vice Principal and Dr Mackay, Assistant Principal  

Wootton Upper School Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 
Total 

School 

Logged in within the 24-hour period up to 3pm today 79% 81% 58% 73% 

Pupils logged in since Monday 30 March up until 3pm 
today 

95% 95% 82% 91% 

Not logged in since Thursday 19 March 2% 2% 5% 3% 

We are really pleased with the quality of the work we are able to share in the newsletter.  When 
pupils/students are sending their work to their teachers it would be really helpful if they indicate 
that they are happy for us to share their work.  Please keep the work coming in.  Feedback on this 
work will be given after the Easter break. 

Kimberley College Y12 Y13 Total College 

Logged in within the 24-hour 
period up to 3pm today 

68% 58% 63% 

Pupils logged in since Monday 
30 March up until 3pm today 

91% 89% 90% 

Not logged in since Thursday 
19 March 

1% 0% 0.4% 

Kimberley College had 63% of students logging in today, which is a drop in the daily percentage 
from yesterday. 90% of our students have logged in since the start of this week. Both of these 
figures are similar to those that we analysed at the start of last week. The Trust’s focus continues to 
be students logging in each day to Show My Homework and the submission of work to teachers. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Michael Gleeson 

Executive Principal 

Wootton Academy Trust 

 

 

NB Please note Mr Detheridge has sent a letter to all Year 13 students tonight concerning the Harpur 

Trust university award. A copy of this letter will be on both websites as letter C22a 
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Celebration of Students’ Work 
 

 

 Year 9 Geography Sasha Kurz 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 12 History Prabhjot Kaur 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 13 French Hannah Thomsett 

 

 

 

 

 

 


