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24 January 2020               Newsletter 19 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Wootton Academy Trust News 
Careers Fair 
On behalf of the entire WAT community I would like to express my sincere thanks to everybody who worked 
so hard to make yesterday evening’s Careers Fair based at Kimberley College so successful. To me, it seemed 
the best yet. There was an incredible range of universities, colleges, apprentice providers and employer 
sectors at Kimberley and, as always, it was a great opportunity for WAT staff to catch up with some former 
alumni. 
 
Around a thousand visitors attended and all of the exhibitors were full of praise for the event, as were all the 
parents/carers and others I spoke to. Our greatest thanks must be reserved for our incredible Head of Careers, 
Mrs Yvonne Ashby.  
 
I am sure that in one- or two-weeks’ time Mrs Ashby may wish to provide her own careers update for 
parents/carers, but it would have been very remiss of me not to mention the event now. 
 
Governor News 
This week the two Local Governing Boards met together to review the Trust Improvement Plan. Working 
together in three groups, governors from Kimberley and Wootton asked questions of senior leaders about the 
Curriculum, Teaching and Learning and also pastoral matters. Governors have identified next steps including 
determining what evidence they wish to see impact on the plan at their next visits into the College and School. 
There will be a further review of the plan near the end of the year.  
 
Following the next board meeting in two weeks’ time I will provide an update in the newsletter on governor 
membership.  
 
Holocaust Memorial Day – Monday 27 January 2020 
On Monday the Trust will mark Holocaust Memorial Day; we are mindful that 2020 marks seventy-five years 
since the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. We would all do well to reflect on the words of Sir Nicholas 
Winton, who rescued 669 children from Nazi-occupied Europe 
 
“Don’t be content in your life just to do no wrong, be prepared every day to try and do some good.” 
 
Author Visit – Thursday 5th March 2020 (Miss Chatley, Library Manager) 
To celebrate World Book Day this year, we have arranged for acclaimed author 
Holly Bourne to visit Wootton Upper School and Kimberley College. On the day, 
Holly will be presenting talks on her book, ‘Are We All Lemmings and 
Snowflakes?’. Copies of this, and her other publications, are available to buy at 
a discounted rate from the ‘Shop - student resources’ area on Wisepay. The 
deadline for making an order is Friday 7th February 2020, after which there will 
be a limited number of books available on the day. Holly will be signing any 
purchased copies when she visits. 
 
There is also an opportunity for all pupils and students to sign up to request a 
place in one of Holly’s talks during the day. 
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Kimberley College News (Mrs N. Genders, Pastoral Leader) 
We are having a real focus on student lanyards next week around both the Wootton and Kimberley sites – it is 
our expectation that students VISIBLY wear their lanyard and ID card at all times; students must also ALWAYS 
swipe in and swipe out of both sites.  
 
Thank you for helping us keep you safe. 
 
Y13 Students volunteering in the Local Community: 
Adoptionplus is a therapeutic adoption agency based near Cranfield.  A specialist agency that finds families for 
children who suffered abuse and trauma, providing them with access to therapeutic support. The agency is 
keen to understand what therapeutic approaches are most helpful and as such have been involved in a 
number of research studies with Universities around the UK. As a result of this they became aware that there 
was a gap both nationally and internationally, in the range of validated tools to measure change in this clinical 
area. 
 
The agency needed some support for its Psychology Assistant with regards to data inputting, and two of our 
Y13 Psychology students, Evie Orr-Campbell and Ben Osmond, volunteered to assist with this task. It requires 
a high level of concentration and focus to ensure the anonymised numbers are put into the correct columns. 
This work is not straightforward, and all of our accuracy checks indicate that the students are achieving an 
incredibly high standard. 
 
Adoptionplus is currently working with the REES (Russian and East European Studies) Department at Oxford 
University to validate a new evaluation measure that captures change in the relationship between the child 
and parent. It’s a measure that will be particularly helpful when assessing changes in the relationship between 
adoptive or foster parents and their children. 
 
Talk on Art in the Christian Tradition (Mrs Crisp, Head of KS5 PRE, Kimberley College) 
 

  
 
Mr Eddie O’Callaghan gave a talk at Kimberley College to both Year 12 and Year 13 Philosophy and Religious 
Education students on the topic of Christian Art on Friday 11th January. His careful preparations were 
extremely well received and his insights into the crafting and use of Orthodox icons were particularly useful. 
Mr O’Callaghan also directed us to some key Renaissance pieces and finished with a section on modern 
depictions of the Crucifixion, Sutherland’s in Coventry Cathedral and Dali’s ‘Christ of Saint John of the Cross’. 
Both Year 12 and 13 thoroughly enjoyed the talk and handling the icons and images Mr O’Callaghan had 
brought along with him.  
 

Giotto’s Nativity (c1305) in the 

Scrovegni Chapel, in Padua, Italy. 
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Drama Dept 
Berkoff & Physical Theatre - Workshop (Miss J Robinson & Mrs J Holmes) 
On Tuesday 14 January 2020, twenty-two students across Year 12 and 13 took part in a 3-hour intensive 
practical workshop led by George Dillon. George, who has over 20 years’ experience of working as an actor, 
director and writer, led the students through a series of practical exercises focused on the physical approach 
to Steven Berkoff’s theatrical style. The students, as expected threw themselves into the exercises and 
discussions with full energy and commitment. Year 13 Drama students have their final practical exam fast 
approaching on Monday 16 March 2020; we hope that George Dillon’s workshop has provided them with a 
greater insight into Berkoff’s style. 
 
Wootton Upper School News  
Peer Mentoring – Drama Practical Exams (Miss Robinson) 
Year 11 Drama pupils will be performing their final practical performance exam pieces on Friday 6th, Monday 
9th and Tuesday 10th March 2020.  
 
This exam requires students to select two extracts from a play, learn their lines, rehearse with their group 
members and refine their pieces to prepare these extracts for performance in front of a visiting examiner. To 
offer additional support and guidance to some of our Year 11 cohort, we are delighted that two Kimberley 
students, Ryan Heath (12E EMU) and Sofia Donovan (12A LMO) will be assisting in lessons to provide the Year 
11 pupils with first-hand experience of the exam process and offer their creative ideas. So far, both Ryan and 
Sofia have had a huge impact on the pupils they have supported and I think the Year 11s will agree that their 
support has been very much appreciated. Miss Robinson would like to thank both Ryan and Sofia for giving up 
their free time to help their younger peers and hope that they, like the Year 11 pupils, will continue to find this 
experience incredibly useful and rewarding. 
 
(Editor – this is another example of how Kimberley students help our Wootton pupils; Mrs Ashton’s mentoring 
programme on Wednesday after school at Kimberley involves another group of Kimberley students, working 
with Wootton pupils). 
 
Assemblies this week 
During the week Mr Spurling has led assemblies revisiting the theme of anti-bullying, commending pupils who 
always do the right thing if they see unkind behaviour to others. He reminded pupils of our dedicated email 
service where pupils can share concerns with staff [e.g. outofclass@wootton.beds.sch.uk and 
inclass@wootton.beds.sch.uk ].  Mr Spurling also spoke about our school’s culture and values of being 
respectful towards each other.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Wootton Academy Trust 
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