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20 December 2019              Newsletter 16 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Wootton Upper School News 
Year 10 Food Technology Employer Visit – Woburn Golf Club – Tuesday 17th December 
Mrs Ashby, Head of Careers and Mrs Bouffler, Head of Food accompanied 16 Year 10 GCSE Food Technology 
pupils on a visit to Woburn Golf Club this week. Paul Nicholls, Head Chef was a very generous host with 
pupils and staff being treated to freshly baked cookies and refreshments on arrival in one of their beautiful 
conference rooms. Paul spoke with pupils about his twenty-nine-year career as a Chef, beginning as an 
apprentice at the age of 16. He opened their eyes to the many opportunities he has had including working 
with well-known celebrity chefs and experiencing work in a number of countries, including working on 
private yachts. The pupils asked some really insightful questions, gaining a real understanding of the industry 
whilst also learning more about the world of work in general and the importance of maths, English and 
science in any job role. Pupils rated the visit a 10/10. Mrs Bouffler and Mrs Ashby are very much looking 
forward to welcoming Paul into school in the future where he will be delivering a food plating/presentation 
masterclass to Year 11 Food Technology pupils, in order to support them with their practical assessments. 
Many thanks to Mr Lewin and Mr Lennon for also accompanying the trip. 
   

 
 
Wootton Upper School Christmas Assemblies at St Mary’s Church 
This week we have held six assemblies at St Mary’s Church, two for each year group. One of our school’s 
long-standing traditions is to come together to pause and reflect at this time of year on the true meaning of 
Christmas. This year’s theme has been protecting and caring for the Environment. In Canon Peter Ackroyd’s 
address, he spoke of Greta Thunberg becoming a representation of young people’s anger at the damage we 
are all doing to the environment. He commented that it was surprising that environmental issues had barely 
figured in the recent General Election campaign.  
 
Pointing out that the bible agrees we live in a broken and damaged world, Canon Ackroyd said Christian 
environmentalists believe that it was because of God’s unconditional love for all humankind that he created 
this beautiful world and sent his son into it. At the heart of Christmas is the message that the Creator himself 
had stepped into the world as the Saviour for our brokenness to bring hope and healing.  Whether or not 
they had a religious faith, pupils were urged to be stewards for the environment so that the world is 
maintained for future generations.  
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Our thanks to St Mary’s Church for again welcoming us and for giving time to pause and think about probably 
the most important single issue of our time.  In particular, we thank: Canon Peter Ackroyd, Rector of St 
Marys; Philip Young, Curate; Emma Hearn, Youth Worker and Richard Hull, Sound Technician.  
 
We also thank the all the pupils and staff who took on leadership roles in the service, including: 
 
Readers: 
James Elliott  
Jasmine Ferguson 
Isaac May 
Abbie Murray-Carter  
Bridie Spelman  
Ashley Wood  
Mr Coleman, Head of English  
 
Senior Student Leaders 
Matthew Stubbs 
Nicholas Gregory 
Marcus O'Sullivan-Flemming 
Sam Cooke 
Bridie Spellman 
Sophie Beckett 
Emily Perrin 
Elise Patterson 
Charlie King 
Ollie Hudson 
Dominic Newland 
Adam Tobias 
Mrs Williamson, Student Leader Co-ordinator 
 
Musicians 
William Alder, Year 9 - Bassoon 
Marcel Bedeau, Year 13 – Clarinet 
Hannah Bushby, Year 9 – Trumpet 
Charlotte Corby, Year 11 - Saxophone [and soloist in Tin Roof Blues] 
Charlie King, Year 11 – Baritone 
Isobel Lewton, Year 11– Saxophone 
Billy Manyweathers, Year 12 – Trumpet 
Sophie Ranger, Year 9 - Bassoon  
Elizabeth Rempel, Year 11 – Clarinet 
Mr Bailey, Head of Year - Tuba 
Mr Hooper, Acting Head of Music - Tenor Horn 

 
Multi Media Presentation 
Adam Rust - Presenter 
Patrick Hamilton – Presenter 
Katie Mannings – Presenter 
Roan Price – Camera Operator  
Mr Kirkwood, Head of Media 
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Wisepay Meal Balances 
Please can you ensure that pupil’s Wisepay meal balances are topped up regularly to enable them to 
purchase snacks/lunch as there has been an increase in the number of pupils who have insufficient funds in 
their accounts.  If you have problems topping up, please contact the Finance Office at 
accounts@wootton.beds.sch.uk or call the school on 01234 767123. 
 

     PE Department – Results from this week 
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Kimberley College News 
Train Timetable 
This week the new Bedford to Bletchley train timetable was introduced. This is an improved service for all 
students who use it. 
 
College Timetable 
From January 2020 the college is making some very minor adjustments to the start times of lessons. Rather 
than period 1 and period 4 starting with a fifteen-minute academic mentoring slot, period 1 will begin 
promptly at 8:35 am with the fifteen-minute academic mentoring time used within the main body of the 
lesson to reinforce learning. Period 4 will start at 11:45 am, rather than 11:35 am; we are extending break by 
ten-minutes to give students and staff twenty-five minutes between lessons. However, before students start 
celebrating too wildly … the lunch break will be correspondingly shortened by ten minutes, to thirty minutes! 
The changes to the start of lessons have come out of a review of how effective academic mentoring time is 
being used based on the views of stakeholders. Mr Detheridge has written a separate letter for all Kimberley 
parents/carers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Local Community News 
Willen Hospice Christmas Tree Recycling  
Willen Hospice has emailed the Trust to let it know about a fund-raising scheme it is running in the MK43 
postcode area.  A lot of Kimberley students and Wootton pupils live in this post code area. Willen Hospice 
will take the unwanted real Christmas Trees on Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 January 2020 and arrange to have 
these recycled or chipped in return for a donation to the Hospice. The hospice’s Community Fundraising 
Team hopes to raise in excess of £8000 to continue to provide care to the local community with life limiting 
illness. Willen Hospice has to raise £4.7 million per year to continue to provide its services and support free 
of charge to the local community and their families, which is a cost of £9 per minute, every minute of every 
day. Please see the attached email and flyer. 
 
Beds and Northants MS Therapy Centre http://mscentrebedsandnorthants.com/   
This week a parent working at the MS Therapy Centre emailed the Trust to ask whether “you would ever 
consider making our centre, which is a registered charity, and funded entirely by voluntary donation and 
fundraising, one of your fundraising beneficiaries? Every day we provide hands on therapies, including 
hydrotherapy, physiotherapy, specialist nursing, oxygen therapy, yoga, Pilates, Bowen, reflexology and 
Shiatsu, to people with the complex and unpredictable life-long condition MS.” 
 
Our Student Council receives and considers many requests for support. I know they will consider this one at a 
future meeting. However, I thought parents/carers might be interested to learn about the charity. 
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Wootton Academy Trust News 
Spring Term 
The first day of term for all pupils and students is Monday 6 January 2020. The term starts with the Week 2 
timetable. 
 
Careers and Higher Education Fair – Thursday 23 January 2020, 5:30pm – 8pm 
Our largest event of the careers calendar, the Careers and Higher Education Fair is scheduled to take place on 
Thursday 23 January 2020, from 5:30pm – 8:00pm. Representatives from national and local employers, 
higher education providers and professional bodies will be in attendance. There is also the opportunity to 
attend talks on the evening to gain an insight into how apprenticeships work, the benefits of a university 
education and applying to Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary courses. 
 
Information on this popular event can now be found on our website where pupils and parents are able to 
register to attend : https://www.kimberleycollege.co.uk/careersfair2020 
 
Staff News 
On Wednesday, we welcomed back from maternity leave, Mrs Hayley Bavington, teacher of Geography, who 
will start her new timetable in January.  
 
At the end of this term, Mrs Kay Everett, Associate Principal at Kimberley College, relinquishes her 
responsibilities as Designated Safeguarding Lead at Kimberley College and Pastoral Leader of the College. 
Mrs Everett will continue in her role as a highly experienced and effective teacher of Biology. The Trust owes 
Mrs Everett a huge debt of gratitude – she was part of the original Kimberley College Senior Leadership Team 
and has worked incredibly hard to set up the Pastoral systems in the College. 
 
Given Mrs Everett’s change in role, from January 1 2020, Mrs Katy Enser, Assistant Principal becomes the 
Designated Safeguarding Lead for Wootton Academy Trust. Our Safeguarding Team will operate on a Trust-
wide basis. [see below re vacancy in that team]. Mrs Nicola Genders becomes Associate Principal, Pastoral 
Leader at Kimberley College, Mr Gareth Graham becomes Director of PE, Sport and Fitness.  
 
We bid farewell and say thank you to: 
Ms Vicky Baden, teacher of English for the last six years as well as being the Brilliant Club Co-ordinator for 
two years up to last August who is moving to an equivalent post in another school. 
Mr Phil Bailey, Joint Head of Year 9, who is moving to a similar post in another school after three years with 
the Trust Mr Bailey joined Wootton Academy Trust as a Pastoral Support Officer and has worked also as part 
of the Trust’s Data Team as well as jointly leading the current Year 9 cohort with Mrs Strickland. Mr Bailey 
has made a fantastic contribution to the Music Team and acted as Musical Director, recently in Bremen for 
our production of Be More Chill. 
Mrs Stephanie Childs, Pastoral Support Officer, who – whilst she has only been with us for a few months has 
made a real impression on many pupils - is leaving to set up a business providing specialist support to young 
people and their families. 
Mr Mohsin Gulshan, teacher of A Level Psychology for the last four-terms who is moving to a post nearer to 
his home. 
Mrs Simone Talbot, teacher of English for the past four years and acting Head of English in 2018 -2019 who is 
moving to a post nearer to her home. 
Miss Rakhee Trivedi, teacher of Chemistry and Director of Science who is moving to an Assistant Principal 
post in another school. 
Mrs Laura Thomas, Attendance Officer and EWO, who after almost five years in post is moving to set up her 
own counselling business. 
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Other staff changes at the Trust from January 2020 
Mrs Ashton, Assistant Principal, becomes Interim Director of Science, whilst we seek to appoint a 
permanent Director for September 2020. Mrs Ashton joined the Trust just over three-years ago as Director of 
Science and therefore, the department will be in safe hands over the next two terms.  
Mr Spurling, Assistant Principal takes on Mr Bailey’s Year Leader role on an interim basis, until a permanent 
appointment is made. Mrs Strickland remains joint Year Leader.  
  
At the start of the Spring Term we welcome: 
Miss Manisha Johal, teacher of Psychology  
Mrs Frances Ryan, teacher of Chemistry 
Mr Ian Bushby, Design and Technology Technician 
Mrs Louise Neal, Data and Careers Administrative Assistant 
 
The Trust will also be welcoming – either at the start of the term, or shortly thereafter, once all pre-
employment checks are completed individuals appointed to the Trust as: 
Teaching Assistant 
Pastoral Support Officer 
Cover Supervisor 
Teacher of English 
Once these pre-employment checks have cleared we will introduce these colleagues in our newsletter. 
 
Vacancies 
In early January we will be re-advertising two posts: 
Attendance and Welfare Officer 
Safeguarding Officer  
 
In January, we will also be advertising for the following positions: 
Teacher of Religious Studies for September 2020 
Head of Year/Year Leader for Easter 2019 
Director of Science for September 2019 
Supply teachers able to teach up to and including A level and BTEC National  
 
Christmas Message 
Christians believe that God sent his son, Jesus Christ, into this world to save the world and saving humankind 
was achieved by Christ’s crucifixion thirty years later so that all of us can have everlasting life.  
 
Canon Peter Ackroyd in his address to Wootton Upper School pupils spoke of families who will have empty 
chairs around tables this Christmas.  Within our school and college community there are obviously families 
where there will be empty chairs this Christmas. I hope all of us find time this Christmas to think about those 
who previously sat on those chairs.  Those of us with a Christian faith will, I am sure, reflect on the words in 
the Christmas carol, Hark the Herald Angels Sing, where the angels sing “Born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth” – praying that those no longer with us here 
are indeed enjoying everlasting life in heaven. 
 
On behalf of the Directors, Governors and staff, may I wish you all a very merry Christmas, good health and 
happiness in 2020.  
 
Peace on earth and goodwill to all. 
Michael Gleeson 
Executive Principal 
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